
When you aIlswer the call to be a minister of the word



~
The liturgy is not a theater where actors On stage

take bows and applause at curtain call. It is an arena of

ho!>,ground where God'SPeoplestand n~ed and, .

emp~-handed in the cr~ator's presence. Our tim~ and

prayer in this hory place are served by sinners like

ourselves whose onry vesture is ours. too: We are all

clothed in Christ 'as the new creation. These servants

point the way fofall who assemble. Their proximi~ to

table and ambo is one of service. not priori~.

The servants are seen and heard so that all might see

and hear the Lord among us. If they are the first

to be served from the table, it is so they might be

nourished, fOf the serving of others. They are

distinguished riot so much by what they do, but by

whose work they become in its doing.

Austin Fleming

When we cross ourselves, let it be with a real sign of

the cross. Inst!:ad of a.small cramped gesture th<!t

gives no notion of its meaning. let us make a large

unhurried sign from forehead to breast. from shoulder

to shoulder. conscious!>' feeling' how it Includesttie'

whole of us-;-:our thoughts. ourattitudes, our body aq<j

soul, every part of us at once - how it consecrates

and sanctifies us.

It does so because it is the sign of the universe

and the sign of our redemption; On the cross Christ

redeemed humankind. By the cross he sanctifies us

to the last shred and fiber of our being. We make the

sign of the cross before we pray to collect and

compose ourselves and to fix our minds and hearts

and wills upon God. We make it when we finish

praying in order that we m~ hold fast the gift we have

I say rediscovl::ry. for here is what St. Ignatius

received from God. In temptations we sign ourselves

to be strengthened; in dangers, to be protected,

The cross is signed upon us in blessings in order that

the fullness of God's life may flow into the soul and

fructify and sanctify us whol!>,.

Think of these things whenyou make the sign of the

cross. It is the holiest of 'II/ signs. Make a large cross,

taking time, thinking about what you do. Let it take in

your whole being-body, soul, mind. will, thoughts,

feelings. your dOing and not-doing - and by signing it

tells the Ephesians about how they should pr.ay

with the cross strengthen and consecrate the whole in

the strength of Christ, in the name of the triune God.


